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SALVATION

If you are not a believer in Jesus Christ, or aren't sure and would like to become one, then you need to 
believe that Jesus Christ was and is the Son of God, that he was God who became a man, that he lived a
sinless and perfect life, keeping the Law of God perfect in every way, that he kept faith perfectly, and 
that he was crucified on that cruel cross for your sins, mine and the entire world - he died for our sins! 
His death on the cross paid the penalty fully, one time for all sins that we have ever committed and that 
we will ever commit. He died; he went down into the bowels of the earth, even into Hell, and was 
raised from the dead on the third day in a resurrected, eternal body. He ascended back into heaven, was 
seated at the right hand of God, and is now Lord over heaven and earth. He is coming again to judge 
the world, to raise the dead, where he will give an eternal, resurrected, glorified body to everyone that 
has believed on him as their Lord and Savior, and to establish his kingdom on earth.

You come become a Christian right now as you read this by personally placing your faith and trust in
Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior; believing that he is God's only begotten Son, that he died on the

cross for you and that he was raised from the dead and is now seated in heaven at the right hand of God
the Father. “Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved..” Acts 16:31a And when you do trust

Christ, and Christ alone, as your Lord and Savior, then go to God the Father in heaven in prayer and tell
him so. Tell him that you have believed on his Son, thank him for his Son, and thank him for forgiving
your sins and saving you! “That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord”, and believe in your
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe
and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.” Romans 10:9,10 “For,

“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.'” Romans 10:13 “Therefore, being
justified  by faith (declared righteous), we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Romans 5:1 



Power In A Clay Pot

January 2010

“But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not
of us.” 2 Corinthians 4:7  

G. Clay Pots. v. 7

1. “But we have this treasure in earthen vessels” - εχομεν δε τον θησαυρον τουτον εν οστρακινοις 
σκευεσιν 

As the clay pot is made from the soil, so is man. And Paul uses the metaphor of clay pots to denote the 
physical frailty of our human natures and the valuable spiritual contents that are inside every believer in
Jesus Christ. He also goes into the tremendous pressure that is continually put on believers in Christ, 
especially those believers who are living the faith rest life and are serving the Lord in some spiritual 
capacity, pressure from the world system, the flesh nature (theirs and others) and the devil.

When someone came into a shop in those days and purchased something, and was going to leave and 
come back at a later time to pick it up, the contents of it would be placed in a clay pot, the lid would be 
placed on it and sealed with hot wax, then the new owner would press his signet ring on the hot wax to 
identify the pot and its contents as belonging to him. When he completed his journey and time came to 
retrieve the items belonging to him, he would either come back to the shop in person, or he would send 
his servants to get the pot. 

Now if someone came in the shop later on and asked what was in the pot the owner would politely tell 
him that it was none of his business, which it wasn't. And when you looked at this poor clay pot sitting 
up there on the shelf you would never know what was inside. It might be trinkets, it might be perfume, 
or herbs, or jewelry, food, or something very valuable.

The important thing was not the clay pot, but what the pot contained! Paul said, but we have, echomen, 
the present active indicative of echo, this treasure in earthen vessels. Echo meant to have and to hold, to
possess something. Which tells us that this treasure that believers have inside is theirs! God created it in
us as his gift to us and it is ours for all eternity!

The word for treasure is thesauros and it referred to anything of value one would store in some place 
safe, such as a treasure box, a chest, a storehouse, even in a temple treasury. Today it would be similar 
to a safety deposit box in a bank's vault. When something was of extreme value, it obviously would not
be stored in a simple clay pot, but in a place that offered the most protection, as in a temple treasury.

Vessels served a purpose, some were used for transporting, others, for lighting, others for serving, 
others for eating from and others for decoration. Here the vessel, which is our body, is not used for the 
purpose of protecting that which is inside, but temporarily   storing   it! The treasure it houses is the new 
man, (our human spirit), and the indwelling Holy Spirit. The eternal is hid inside the mortal and is set 
free upon the advent of our physical death. Other passages of Scripture refer to the body as a tent, with 
the soul as being the tent pole. When the traveler was ready to move on, he stepped outside the tent and
pulled on a cord, (the silver cord?), which was attached to the tent pole and the tent collapsed.



2. “That the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us.” - ινα η υπερβολη της δυναμεως η 
του θεου και μη εξ ημων.

We find hina   plus the subjunctive mood used here to introduce a purpose clause. We have this eternal 
treasure in our bodies of clay for a purpose, and the purpose is that the surpassing power of God is not 
from ourselves but from God. God is constantly reminding us of his grace versus our works. We try to 
live life in our own strength and we are constantly brought up against situations where we absolutely 
cannot handle, nor do we have the answers for them. Our works fail us. But when we come to God in 
faith and prayer looking to him for strength we prevail!

Paul finally understood this in 2 Corinthians 12:10 when he said, “Therefore I take pleasure in 
infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake: for when I am 
weak, then am I strong.” His clay pot, neither in the physical side of it, nor the mental side of it, was 
able to handle the pressures and problems of this life. 

His infirmities, ασθενειαις, looked at the weakness of his flesh, all aspects of it; the reproaches, 
υβρεσιν, looked at the injurious insults that he was subjected to; the necessities, αναγκαις, looked at the
things he had to go through that he absolutely could not handle, sort of like the irresistible force 
meeting the immovable object; persecutions, διωγμοις, was the hostile treatment that he was constantly 
subjected to; and the distresses, στενοχωριαις, was where he was put into those “no way out” situations.

So what was the effect and the result that all that had on the Apostle Paul? The first effect was that he 
ended up in depression and despair because he tried to handle the pressure on his clay pot in his own 
strength and works! “For we would not, brethren, have you ignorant of our trouble which came to us in
Asia, that we were pressed out of measure, above strength, insomuch that we despaired even of life:” 
2Corinthians 1:8 

But when he spiritually recovered and got his eyes of faith back on the Lord again, we see that he 
stopped relying upon himself and his own abilities and started trusting the Lord again. “But we had the 
sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves, but in God which raiseth the 
dead:” 2 Corinthians 1:9 

And we see this faith confidence in the Lord's abilities now reflected in his second letter. Now, instead 
of asking God to take the problems away from him, (his clay pot), he's delighting in the problems 
because it is then that he sees the power of God operating in his life!

It takes power to live life, and it takes power to go through all the difficult things in life that we have to 
go through. “Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in the faith, and that
we must through much tribulation   enter into the kingdom of God.” Acts 14:22 But where does this 
power come from? From ourselves? Or from God? The ablative of source, tou theou, tells us that the 
ultimate source comes from God the Father and the immediate source comes from the indwelling Holy 
Spirit, του θεου και μη εξ ημων. And ek   used with the negative   me,   combined with   us,   tells us that this 
power   definitely does not originate in us.

By having this treasure of the new life placed inside these bodies of weak and corrupting flesh forces us
to live in the spiritual life dynamic of faith in the Word, trust in the Father and the filling of the Holy 
Spirit. If we don't, then the pressure of the world, flesh and the devil will crush us. But when we do, 
then we are victorious over all these things and retain our peace and joy.



H. Pressure On The Clay Pot. v.8

“We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair;” 
2 Corinthians 4:8 

εν παντι θλιβομενοι αλλ ου στενοχωρουμενοι 
              απορουμενοι αλλ ουκ εξαπορουμενοι 
              διωκομενοι  αλλ ουκ εγκαταλειπομενοι 
              καταβαλλομενοι αλλ ουκ απολλυμενοι

1. “We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed” - εν παντι θλιβομενοι αλλ ου στενοχωρουμενοι.

In grammar this is called a mesodiplosis, which is a repeating of words in the middle of successive 
sentences. It is a device used in poetry to add to the drama of what is being said, as well as to enable 
the individual to remember it.

Paul begins with en panti, in all things  , or   in everything, the thought of en panti is to be carried 
throughout the entire concept. Which is to say that every where they go, and in every situation they 
find themselves, they find themselves under pressure, perplexed, persecuted and cast down.

But when we find the use of something used in poetry, we have Paul's life becoming a poem, not the 
poem of Greek tragedy, but the poem of the Greek drama. As Peter brings out in 2 Peter 1, our lives on 
earth are being acted out like on the Greek stage and we are the heroes of our own play. And we see 
poetry also going on in Paul's life.

The poetry is that Paul's little clay pot was being subjected to all sorts of pressure, perplexity, 
persecution and even being cast down, but he was victorious over it all. In every place and in every 
situation Paul was subjected to these things, but he was able to arise victoriously above them all by 
living in the spiritual life dynamic! So Paul's life was one of a triumphant poem! He could truly 
say, “I am strong for all things through Christ who strengthens me”!

Thlibomenoi, θλιβομενοι, is the present passive participle of thlibo. The noun form is thlipsis, which is 
translated as tribulation. It means to press, to squash, to rub in, to press together, to oppress, to trouble, 
tribulation, or affliction. Basically it is any form of pressure, which burdens the spirit. It is found 
externally from the world system, other people, nature and Satan's rule over this planet. Internally it 
comes from our own flesh natures, both the sin nature and the biological nature, and from dealing with 
garbage in the soul.

The modern day term is stress, but actually stress is the agitation or feeling of discomfort in the soul, 
while pressure would be the external. Pressure is inevitable; it comes with this life. But stress, the inner
turmoil is optional and stress is only present in the soul when we do not meet the pressures of life 
with faith in the Word of God in the filling of the Holy Spirit.

Christ told us that in this world we would have pressure (tribulation), but to be encouraged because he
has overcome the world. “These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the 
world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.” John 16:33 He also 
told us not to be stressed (troubled). “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the 
world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” John 14:27 



But we keep on possessing this treasure in the sphere of these earthen vessels in order that the 
surpassing greatness of the power may be from the source of God and not from ourselves. We are 
constantly under pressure, constantly perplexed as to what to do next, constantly persecuted and 
constantly being cast down. We cannot handle this in our own strength! But when we turn to God in 
faith we receive his strength and we are victorious.

The present participle of thlibo tells us that this was a way of life for the Apostle Paul and the others, 
and it is also a way of life for all believers in Christ. If you have ever wondered why there is so much 
pressure in the Christian life. The passive voice tells us that they received the action of constantly being
under pressure. Now sometimes we bring pressure and problems on ourselves because of our own 
rebellion, disobedience and bad decisions, but even aside from that there is still pressure.

The sources of pressure are endless; our health, getting older, the job, the family, society, neighbors, 
responsibility, the nation, our testimony for Christ, the flesh nature, scar tissue problems in the soul, 
governments, Satan and his demons, our determination to stick with the Word of God and his will for 
our lives. All of these are actual pressures and have the potential for stress, if we do not handle them by
faith in the grace and power of God.

But pressure has been determined for us; it is inescapable. But pressure does not have to turn into stress
in the soul, neither do we have to have fear as the result. It is a part of the package of suffering for the 
sake of Christ. “For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on him, but also to 
suffer for his sake;” Philippians 1:29 It is a part of God's dealing with us in his grace and through his 
grace found in the spiritual life we can rise above it in peace.

Being subjected to pressure, which is a part of suffering, is filling up the afflictions of Christ in our own
bodies. “Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of 
Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, which is the church:” Colossians 1:24 

Christ himself told us that we   will have pressure because we are living in this world controlled by the 
devil and his demons. “These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the 
world ye shall have tribulation, (thlipsis - pressure): but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.” 
John 16:33 

Pressure has been designed by God for us to grow in grace in conformity to the image of Christ. It 
causes us to turn to God in prayer and the Word of God in faith, the result of which strengthens our 
faith, causes us to grow in faith and Bible Doctrine, it renews the new man inside of us, and produces 
for us eternal benefits and rewards. “For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish,
yet the inward man is renewed day by day. For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh 
for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; While we look not at the things which are 
seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things 
which are not seen are eternal.” 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 

But this passage is not just set in poetic form, but it actually was a hymn that was sang in the early 
Church. It was a hymn of the tribulation that believers go through on earth, but more than that, it was a 
hymn of victory over all the things in life we go through! Remember, that in the early church most 
believers could neither read nor write, and even if they could, there was a scarcity of writing materials 
to pen things down. So one of the most efficient ways to retain key doctrines was to put them in the 
forms of hymns or chants that could easily be remembered by singing a melody with the words.



2. “Yet not distressed” - αλλ ου στενοχωρουμενοι

Stenochoria meant to be crowded into a narrow place, to be confined, to be pressed for room, to be in a 
situation where there is no way out, to be trapped, to feel trapped. And found in the present passive 
participle it shows that this not only was a way of life for them, but also it came about as outside forces,
(and inside as well), were acting upon their souls.

But whenever   stenochoria   is found in the latter, with the word   thlipsis  , (the word for pressure), then 
stenochoria   becomes the stronger of the two. It intensifies the idea contained in the contextual meaning
regarding pressure showing it to be the   normal   end result of pressure on the soul, (distress), and speaks
of the idea of the crushing of the soul!

Believers in Jesus Christ routinely talk about the pressures that they are going through in their lives. 
Pressures from the job, the family, finances, their health, business, etc., are all common topics of 
conversation. Many believers don't understand why. They reason that if they have believed on Jesus 
Christ, or if they're doing God's will for their lives; if they are under the teaching of Bible Doctrine, or 
if they're a child of God, then why are they going through so much pressure in their lives? 

But we need to remember that the Lord told us that in this world there is much pressure, but he has 
overcome the world. And that we will have to go through many pressures in this life before we enter 
into God's celestial kingdom. “Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in 
the faith, and that we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God.” Acts 14:22 

Paul said that they were always under pressure as a way of life, but not crushed by the pressure! So the 
question is why? What is there that believers in Christ have going for them that unbelievers don't? 
Many people on earth have gone through the death of a close loved one, or through a divorce, loss of a 
child, financial reversal and many other things in life and have been crushed by it! While the believer in
Christ, who is walking in through the spiritual life dynamic, goes through the same things and is not 
crushed by them! They suffer, this is true, but it doesn't crush them.

The reason why is when we believed on Jesus Christ as our Savior, we were indwelt by the Holy Spirit,
who created a new nature in us. It is this new nature, combined with the filling of the indwelling Holy 
Spirit, and as we operate by the faith rest dynamic of simply believing the promises and doctrines of 
God's Word, that we are inwardly strengthened so that we can go through the pressure and 
suffering of the trial without having it crush us!

To be sure we suffer, we do feel the pain that we are going through, but it does not crush our spirits. 
And the reason why is that the operation of the spiritual life dynamic inside us offsets the pressure! It 
keeps us from being crushed. It is through the operation of the believer exercising faith in the Word of 
God, in the Father, in his promises, in his doctrines that we are empowered by the Holy Spirit.

The matter of faith in Jesus Christ for salvation, and living in the spiritual life dynamic by faith in his 
Word after salvation is vitally important, for it is through the operation of faith that we have victory 
over the world system and the devil himself. “For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: 
and this is the victory that overcome the world, even our faith.” 1 John 5:4  Our souls are constantly 
under pressure while we are here in the devil's world in these bodies of flesh. But what keeps us from 
being crushed by the pressure is living life by means of the new nature, the filling of the Holy Spirit 
and the metabolizing by faith the doctrines of God's Word! This becomes our hymn of victory!



3. “We are perplexed, but not in despair;” - απορουμενοι αλλ ουκ εξαπορουμενοι. 

The KJV has it as distressed, while the NIV has it as perplexed. In the original it is the present middle 
participle of aporeo. Perhaps the better English word to define this is uncertain. Not definitely 
ascertainable or fixed, not clearly or precisely determined, an unforeseeable outcome or effect, to not 
know the way,   to not know what to do next.

The Holy Spirit leads them to some town and so there they are. What do we do next? The Lord brings 
some person to them, or opens up doors in some area, and there they minister the Word of God. 
They've got that part down. They are to preach the Gospel and teach Bible Doctrine. But how long they
are going to stay there? Where will they reside? How will they feed themselves? How long will they be
there? Where are they going to go after they leave there? What things are they going to encounter while
they are there, are all the questions of uncertainty.

The present participle shows that this was a way of life for the Apostle Paul and the others as they 
ministered for the Lord. Today we have much of our lives down to a schedule, we get up in the 
morning, eat breakfast, go to work, come home, eat dinner, spend time with the family, go to church, 
etc.. Yet even with us there is so much uncertainty to our lives, especially living in the times we do.

But Paul is speaking for himself and the men with him as they went about preaching the Word. They 
were constantly facing new problems, new pressures (along with the old), new situations, new threats, 
new changes, new decisions and new directions to go in their lives. God did not send them a fax of the 
outline of their lives that he had for them! It was going to unfold day by day as they were led by the 
Holy Spirit. This was the uncertainty of it all. This is the characteristic of those who live by faith in life.
There is uncertainty, but it doesn't get you down because you know that the Father has planned it all 
and has everything under control. 

But the average Christian today has it all under their control (their works), or is trying to get everything
under control. Their lives are one big program and they go to program churches where everything is 
planned out and a program exists for everything. Dynamic, confident Pastors, (general managers of a 
nonprofit religious corporation), running the operation according to the things democratically planned 
out by various committees. If you ask them what's going to be going on next week, next month, they 
will be able to confidently tell you what the church has planned. They try to eliminate uncertainty in 
their lives by their works of the flesh.

But when you live by faith there is that element of uncertainty. You know that control is an illusion, for 
we cannot control the things that are going to happen to us in life. The only control we have is how we 
respond to them, and that is to be by faith in the Father. Even though we try to structure our lives, we 
know that the outcome is unforeseeable. Even though we try to plan our lives out, there is no way that 
we can precisely determine things, nor foresee what the future holds! If we cannot control how tall we
can become, how can we eliminate uncertainty in our lives?? “And which of you with taking thought
can add to his stature one cubit?” Luke 12:25 

If we were allowed to stay in the same comfortable surroundings, we would find, after having adjusted 
to them, we would  be needing to trust the Lord less and less. But when we are taken out of one 
familiar and comfortable setting and placed into a new situation, we experience uncertainty. But it is 
there in that uncertainty that God wants us to orient to him in faith. God wants us to learn that our lives 
will always be changing,   but it is He that changes not!



4. “But not in despair;” - αλλ ουκ εξαπορουμενοι.

The word for despair is the present middle participle of exaporeo and it meant to be at a total loss as to 
what to do, to be without resources, to lose hope, to be in despair, to be in a situation that it is so 
completely beyond your ability to handle it that you give up in despair, utter hopelessness, to lose faith,
extreme discouragement, to lose hope and give up on faith.

When people go through a serious of loss and traumatic events, they can feel like their world is 
spinning out of control, that everything is coming apart. It is the uncertainty and the insecurity of all 
this that can get to us after awhile. If one does not handle this with faith in the promises of God, then 
the believer will start to slip into depression and despair and their outlook toward the future will be one 
of utter hopelessness.

It may start with having your hours cut back at work, only to be followed by being laid off three 
months down the road. You manage to keep making the house payment for a while, but now you can't 
and it falls in arrears just like your car payment, medical insurance and other bills. Obviously your 
great plans for the future are beginning to disappear like a cloud in the sky. Old friends and 
acquaintances that you have known for years start to avoid you, (I guess they think it's contagious), 
some might even turn against you, appliances in the home start to break down with no money to repair 
or replace them, they're repossessing your car, the bill collectors are knocking at the door, and the bank 
has notified you that the house is going into foreclosure!

Sound depressing? Don't want to listen to it? Just remember that in the years 2008 and 2009 7.1 million
Americans have had their homes foreclosed on and are living this scenario and many of them are 
believers in Jesus Christ! Perplexity can lead to despair, if the individual does not get their faith in the
Lord and his Word up and running.

This is what the Apostle Paul is telling us. We may not know what to do next in our lives, but we 
haven't lost our faith! We may be uncertain about what lies ahead for us, but we haven't lost hope! We 
may not understand what we've had to go through, but we haven't given up! He's telling us that the 
spiritual life that God has created in us is sufficient to carry us through any pressure in life!

As Paul told us in Philippians 4:13, “I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.” Or, “I 
am strong for all things through Christ who strengthens me inwardly.” The verb “I can do” is ischuo 
and it meant to be able to prevail over any situation because you have the strength to do so.  Paul talked
about four concepts that they faced as they lived the Christian life here in the devil's world: pressure, 
perplexity, persecution and being cast down; concepts that would destroy the unsaved if they went 
through them. But those things didn't destroy the Apostles' souls, and won't us as well, because they 
lived in the power of the spiritual life God has placed in all believers in Christ.

Many a mother in America has walked away from her family because she can't handle the pressure any
more and the same for husbands. Many a wife has divorced her husband because he isn't providing the 
financial security and stability she wants for the home. She can't handle the uncertainty of it all. The 
pressures and uncertainties of life build up in many people and they end up in mental institutions, or on 
drugs, both legal and illegal. It is reported that one half of the American people are now on legal drugs. 
Pressure and uncertainty can have disastrous effects on the souls and lives of people! But God has 
provided for us an inner spiritual dynamic; it's our power in a clay pot that can withstand anything that 
life or the devil can throw at us and we can come through it victoriously in peace!



I. Clay Pots Continued. v.9

“Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed;” 2 Corinthians 4:9

1. “Persecuted, but not forsaken;” - διωκομενοι αλλ ουκ εγκαταλειπομενοι

Dioko, persecuted, meant to be put to flight, to be driven away, to be pursued, to be expelled and 
always from an outside source acting upon a person and usually because of a religious element. Found 
in the present passive participle it shows that this also was a way of life for the Apostles as they went 
about ministering for the Lord. In the passive voice it shows that they received the action of the verb; 
they didn't want to be persecuted, (who does?), and they weren't persecuting themselves, but others 
were doing it to them.

The believers in the early Church in Jerusalem suffered persecution from the hands of the unsaved Jews
living there. When they fled to other countries over the years they endured persecution there, 
sometimes from the hands of the authorities and sometimes from the Jews living there. Sometimes the 
Apostles, Prophets, Evangelists and Pastor-Teachers were persecuted because they preached the Word, 
and sometimes Christians were persecuted simply because they were Christians!

Persecution against believers takes its form in many ways and in many areas. There is the obvious form
of persecution that is physical, where believers are beaten, whipped, tortured and have to run for their 
lives. There is economic persecution, where believers don't get hired for jobs, get fired from their jobs, 
lose out on business contracts, or people won't frequent their businesses because they're Christians. 
There is social persecution where believers and their families are snubbed, ostracized and slandered 
simply because they're Christians. There is legal and political persecution where the laws of a country 
are against them, or those in authority persecute them using the laws and their positions.

When a father can't find work because he's a Christian, or nobody frequents their business to buy 
things, where there is a campaign in a town or village to run a family out, or when their children are 
picked on, or beaten up by others, whether they're driven out, or starved out, the family eventually has 
to pick up stakes and move to another town that is more friendly. That is also persecution.

Paul wrote that all believers who desire to live godly lives shall suffer persecution. “Yea, and all that 
will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.” 2 Timothy 3:12 The idea behind godly lives, or
godliness, eusebeia, is a believer in Christ living in his/her own spiritual life, which consists of living 
in the filling of the Holy Spirit, living by faith, metabolizing Bible Doctrine by faith, and then the 
application of that inner spiritual dynamic to the outside world. When believers do that, then they 
will experience one or more manifestations of persecution as mentioned before.

Paul also showed that legalism persecutes grace. You will find this in legalistic, works oriented 
religions persecuting Christians and their churches. And you will often find it in churches where 
legalistic believers will persecute grace believers. “But as then he that was born after the flesh 
persecuted him that was born after the Spirit, even so it is now.” Galatians 4:29 The grace of God sets 
us free, but there are those who can't stand that. It's not that they aren't free, they could be if they 
wanted to, it's just that they can't stand other people being free! So they do everything in their power to 
bring the free person under their tyranny, and when they can't, they do everything they can to make 
their lives miserable. Pride, self-righteousness and legalism always persecutes grace!



Persecution is never pleasant, but it is a blessing for the Lord himself is going to reward us for being 
persecuted in this life. “Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all 
manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your 
reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you.” Matthew 5:10-12 

For the most part, American Christians have not suffered the severe persecution that is going on in 
other parts of the world. But there still is a level of persecution that many do experience. Maligning and
slandering by others, being passed over for promotion, not being able to land a business contract, losing
your job, not getting hired, people not shopping at your store, ill treatment at the job site. And in 
addition to that, there is always the persecution that grace believers receive from legalistic believers!

But the time of the greatest persecution that believers in Christ will undergo on earth is from the great 
tribulation. “And he said, "And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they 
which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of
the Lamb.” Revelation 7:14 

We see a vast number of these souls, who had been slain because of their testimony for Jesus Christ and
the Word of God, under the altar of God in heaven crying out to God for vengeance. “And when he had
opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of God, and 
for the testimony which they held: And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy 
and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth? And white robes 
were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they should rest yet for a little 
season, until their fellowservants also and their brethren, that should be killed as they were, should be 
fulfilled.” Revelation 6:9-11 

It will be during this time that the antichrist, fully indwelt, energized and enraged by Satan himself, will
war against the believers in Christ on the earth. “And it was given unto him to make war with the saints,
and to overcome them: and power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations.” 
Revelation 13:7 “I beheld, and the same horn made war with the saints, and prevailed against them;” 
Daniel 7:21 

It will be the Beast system of Babylon that we already see at work in America and around the world 
that will be persecuting Christians. It will culminate when the marking system of the antichrist is forced
upon the people of the world. This will take place when a computer chip is required upon every person 
without which they will not be able to buy or sell in Babylon's market place.

The Greek word for mark is charagma and denotes something that has been   etched. This is why we 
say that it will be a computer chip, for the process used in making them is by etching. The skin won't be
etched, but something that has been etched will be placed   upon   the skin. “And he causeth all, both 
small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in (epi – upon) their right hand, or in 
their foreheads:” Revelation 13:16 

The number of the Beast system is 666, which is the number of the main worldwide computer terminal 
located in Brussels called the Belgium Economic Accounting and Surveillance Terminal, and as one 
can easily see, the BEAST. When one takes the mark of the Beast it means that they now, not just their 
computers at home, but they personally will become a part of the Beast system. The partitive 
genitive of is used to denote that the person is now a part of that thing.



2. “But not forsaken;” - αλλ ουκ εγκαταλειπομενοι

When one is in a minority, as persecuted Christians are and will be, it is easy to see why they would 
feel abandoned. The number of biblical Christians is a minority in comparison to the unsaved of the 
world. Then, out of that number of believers, only a percentage of them will be suffering persecution at 
any given time. And then there is the added problem of when believers are being persecuted it is quite 
common for other believers, friends, and even family members to distance themselves from them.

But here we have that believers, when being persecuted, will absolutely not, (emphatic negative – ouk),
be abandoned. But what we have to keep in mind here is that the Apostle Paul is not talking about other
people, he's talking about God! It is very common, rather it is actually the norm, that if you are 
suffering, going through a trial, or being persecuted by others, religious authorities, or governmental 
authorities; the vast majority of people, including family and friends, even wives, will abandon you!

But there is one who will never abandon us! There is only one that we can count on to be by our sides 
through thick and thin and that's the Lord. And he has promised using five negatives that he will never,
absolutely never stop sustaining us in this life nor abandon us! “Let your conversation be without 
covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor 
forsake thee. (ου μη σε ανω ουδ ου μη σε εγκαταλιπω)” Hebrews 13:5 

Paul knew full well what it was like to be forsaken by his fellow believer in Christ, for when he was in 
trial, (persecution by the Roman authorities), all believers had forsaken him, but there was one, only 
one who stood be his side and strengthened him in the inner man, the Lord Jesus Christ. “At my first 
answer no man stood with me, but all   men   forsook me: I pray God that it may not be laid to their 
charge. Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me; that by me the preaching might 
be fully known, and that all the Gentiles might hear: and I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion.” 
2 Tim 4:16,17 

The word enkataleipo meant to forsake, to abandon, to leave behind, as one would abandon a child 
along the road. But God promises to never do that. God is for us, he is in us and he is with us! If we 
are driven from one place to another because of persecution, then the Lord will go with us to the next 
place. If we are forced out of our job, then he will be with us. If we are forced out of town, he will 
leave along with us. If we are forced out of a relationship, then he walks away from it with us. He will 
never abandon us, even if everyone else on earth does!

But how does he do that? How does he manage to keep on sustaining us in this life and stay with us? 
He does this through the indwelling Holy Spirit, his omnipresence and his sustaining grace. God 
surrounds us with his grace. He is at our side; he goes before us in life and the battle; he protects our 
backs and our flanks; he has already provided everything that we will ever need in life; and he lives 
within our bodies.

Think about how the early Christians felt when they were persecuted for their faith in Christ. They 
come into a new town having new plans, hopes, ideas, etc., and then they're kicked out! What do we do
now? They start a new business and it fails. What do we do now? Get married, have kids and then your 
spouse leaves you. What do we do now? Move to a new town, but can't get hired because you're a 
Christian. What do we do now? Have a faith goal, but for some reason it is taken away. What do we do 
now? Lose your job, lose your home, and lose your friends. What do we do now? Can we not see how 
these believers lived with pressure, perplexity and persecution, but were victorious over all of them!



Power In A Clay Pot – continued

“Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed;” 2 Corinthians 4:9

2. “But not forsaken;” - αλλ ουκ εγκαταλειπομενοι (continued)

Now when it says that we're not forsaken, it doesn't mean that we won't be forsaken by family friends 
and so on. It means that   God   won't forsake us! And we have that direct inner connection to God 
through the indwelling Spirit of Christ. God is in us, with us and for us and we can have direct 
communion with him every day and in every circumstance that we may find ourselves in through our 
new natures being in communion with him over his Word.

We must remember that there is a great sense of security that we have as human beings that comes from
living in a place, where we have settled down and made it our home to raise our children and prepare 
for our older years, a place where we can find work and support our families, to have a routine, familiar
surroundings, familiar faces, and acquire for ourselves some of the creature comforts of life.

But when one is uprooted from all this there is fear, disorientation, uncertainty about what to do next or
what to expect next. The questions of where can we go, how can we eat, what shall we wear, what is 
going to happen to us are a daily problem. I know there are many of those in the peanut gallery who 
pontificate about how we're to faith rest it and trust the Lord, which we are, but it's an easy position to 
take when coming from those who are experiencing living in comfortable homes, fully clothed, fed, 
having good jobs, money coming in and health and retirement benefits.  

So if we are persecuted, or go through any of the other things mentioned here, what do we do? Fall 
apart? Become terrified? Dismayed? Fearful? Or do we do what Paul teaches us to do and that's to look
to Christ in faith to strengthen us? Paul said that we have this tremendous treasure, the Holy Spirit and 
the new man, inside these earthen vessels. This is our power in a clay pot!

God has given us this treasure in our frail earthly vessels, so that we can have the power to go through 
life and face anything that comes our way! Not only face it, but also come through it victoriously! 
When we face pressure, we have the peace and strength to handle it. When we are perplexed, we have
peace, clarity and direction. When we are persecuted, we have the leading and comfort of the Holy 
Spirit. And when are pots are pummeled, our souls are preserved and protected.

It's only normal to not want bad things to happen to us. It's entirely human to avoid pain and suffering. 
And even more so among Christians who reason that if I'm saved, if God has forgiven me, if I'm a child
of God, then why would he let me go through these things? Not withstanding that it has been ordained 
for us to not only believe on Christ, but to suffer for his sake, we have to look at life, our life, from the 
biblical standpoint and that is we live in a world that has been cursed by sin; Satan is the ruler of this 
planet and we live in mortal bodies that are subject to decay, pain and eventually death. So there is a 
degree of suffering that comes with this life. And then add to that the weight of the angelic conflict, 
then it's easy to see why all the problems. But God has promised that he will never leave us, that there 
is nothing that can separate us from God. “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall 
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?” R  omans 8:35 



3. “Cast down” - καταβαλλομενοι 

We have the present passive participle of kataballo, which has the idea of being struck down or cast 
down from ballo – to throw, and kata – down. He was knocked to the ground, but not permanently 
grounded. The opponent knocked him flat on his back, but he wasn't knocked out. He got up to fight 
again, and again, and again... We are continually being beaten, but not beaten down, nor destroyed.

To give us some idea of what Paul went through in his being “cast down” we begin with the forty 
lashes, minus one, that Paul received five times from the Jews. “Of the Jews five times received I forty 
stripes save one.” 2 Corinthians 11:24 That's 195 stripes on his back! Three different times he was beat 
with rods. Once he was stoned resulting in his out of body experience where he was caught up to the 
third heaven. 

One can only imagine how painful and frightening an experiences these things were to go through. One
minute you're sitting in Bible class teaching the Word, or out on the street witnessing about Christ, and 
then to have a frenzied, half crazy mob come screaming at you to beat you up!

Three different times he as shipwrecked. A night and a day he spent in the deep (out in the sea). He had 
to travel often as he ministered, he faced danger from the rivers and streams he had to traverse, danger 
from robbers, danger from his own countrymen, danger from the Gentiles, dangers in the city, danger in
the wilderness, danger from crossing the seas, and danger from phony Christians. “In journeyings 
often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the 
heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false 
brethren;” 2 Corinthians 11:26 

Yet, in spite of all that Paul and the others went through, they were victorious in their attitude and faith 
over all of them! How can that be? Because what God has done inside the soul of every believer in 
Christ, through a regenerated nature, the indwelling and filling of the Holy Spirit, and faith 
concentration on the Word of God is sufficient enough to carry us through all these things in life 
victoriously! In faith, we will prevail over them all!

That's why Paul said that he had been initiated into the mystery, that he is strong for all things through 
Christ who in strengthens him. “I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.” 
Philippians 4:13 The word, “I can do”, is the verb ischuo and it meant to have sufficient strength to 
prevail in victory over a situation. And we have that inner strength through Christ who strengthens us.

But when we talk about being cast down, we should not restrict it only to the body! Many times other 
people's ill treatment of us is not from physical actions, but their words! And words can and do hurt to 
the place that our souls can become cast down. Being maligned and slandered hurts; being rejected by 
others hurts; being the recipient of the rage from other people hurts. It's bad enough to be around 
somebody who is mad, but to have their rage directed at you is distressful to say the least.

But there is something else indicated here by the use of kataballo. Katabole was the word used for a 
foundation of a building. The workers would dig a trench round about, as they do today, and then the 
foundation stones were laid, cast down, into the trench to erect the building upon. And, as Paul and the 
other Apostles were the foundation of the Church, Christ being the cornerstone, then we can see that 
the sufferings that Paul and the others went through here on earth were necessary in erecting the 
Church of Jesus Christ here on earth!



4. “But not destroyed” - αλλ ουκ απολλυμενοι.

Apollumenoi is the present passive participle of apollumi, which had the ideas of to destroy, to make an 
end of, ruination, to bring to a worsened condition, the loss of life, also to waste or squander and 
violence resulting in loss of life.

Paul was certainly exposed to harsh and violent treatment while he ministered here on earth; he was 
beaten, shipwrecked, the subject of assassination attempts, scourged, hated, etc.. What a stark contrast 
that was compared to the life that he had as a Pharisee where he was looked up to and respected by 
everyone in the community.

But why is that? Why the difference in treatment by the people? Why one day you are accepted, 
admired, looked up to and respected by people and the next day you are hated? The answer is Jesus 
Christ. One day we didn't belong to him and the world loved and accepted us. The next day we 
believed on Christ as our Savior and now the world hates us! “If you belonged to the world, it would 
love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. 
That is why the world hates you.” John 15:9 

Look at the Lord's own experience. After he spent the forty days in the wilderness, he went to his 
hometown of Nazareth and spoke in the synagogue. “He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought 
up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. And he stood up to read.” 
Luke 4:16 And all spoke well of him. “All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words 
that came from his lips. 'Isn't this Joseph's son?', they asked.” Luke 4:22 But when he was finished 
saying everything he had to say, they wanted to murder him! “All the people in the synagogue were 
furious when they heard this.” Luke 4:28 “They got up, drove him out of the town, and took him to the 
brow of the hill on which the town was built, in order to throw him down the cliff.” Luke 4:29 

This treatment by the people toward the Apostle Paul and the others was nothing more than a 
manifestation of the deep diabolical hatred that they had for Jesus Christ! It goes with being a believer 
in Christ! “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first.” John 15:18 “I have given them 
your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the 
world.” John 17:14 “Do not be surprised, my brothers, if the world hates you.” 1 John 3:13 

Arthur Way, whose translation follows, referred to this passage as a, “Hymn of Tribulation”, but I 
prefer to call it, Our Hymn of Victory Over Tribulation, or just “Our Hymn of Victory”. One of the 
hymns we like to sing is “Faith is the Victory”; the victory that overcomes the world. It is based upon 
the Word of God that tells us that our one time faith in Christ has made us victors over the world. “Who
is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?” 1 John 5:5 This 
verse brings out the idea of our position in Christ guaranteeing our victory over life, death, the world 
and Satan. But what Paul is bringing out in 2 Corinthians 4 is our victory over all the tribulations of life
through walking in the spiritual life dynamic consisting of faith in the promises of God, faith in Bible 
Doctrine, living in the new nature and being filled with the Holy Spirit. It as we live in the spiritual life 
dynamic that we are able to be triumphant over all that life has to throw at us.

On every hand hard-pressed am I – yet not crushed!
               In desperate plight am I – yet not in despair!
         Close followed by pursuers – yet not abandoned by Him!
                       Beaten to the earth – yet never destroyed!



J. Dying, Yet Living. v.10

“Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be 
made manifest in our body.” 2 Corinthians 4:10 

1. “Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus,” - παντοτε την νεκρωσιν του κυριου 
ιησου εν τω σωματι περιφεροντες. 

The significance of what is meant by the “dying of the Lord Jesus” is explained by the parallelism of 
verse 11, “For we which live are alway delivered unto death for Jesus' sake, that the life also of Jesus 
might be made manifest in our mortal flesh.”

The word for dying here is nekrosis, a medical term for the death of a member of the body. It has the 
idea of the deadness of something. We get the term necrotic from it to denote a deadness of one part of 
the body, such as gangrene, while the rest of the body is alive. Only with us the body is dead at the 
same time it is alive. It was used of the deadness of Sarah's womb, Romans 4:19, “And being not weak 
in faith, he considered not his own body now dead, when he was about an hundred years old, neither 
yet the deadness of Sara's womb:”.

The Apostle Paul said that he was always carrying about in his body the death of Jesus Christ. But what
is the death of Jesus Christ referring to? Is it his death on the cross? Or is it something else? The word 
nekrosis gives us insight into what is meant by his death, or his dying, for it looks not at the final end of
actual death itself, but more toward the idea of the process of dying! 

Remember nekrosis, both in the Greek and the English, had the idea of mortification that a part of you 
is dying, but you are still living. So there is the idea of dying going on at the same time as living! There
is the factor of death in one's life or existence on earth, or that death was a part of one's life. The Lord 
was alive, but he was given over to death, and because he was given over to death he was dying. Not in
the sense that he had a medical condition that would result in his death, but because he came into this 
life for the purpose of dying for our sins.

The Apostle John tells us that Christ was slain from the foundation of the universe. “And all that dwell 
upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain 
from the foundation of the world.” Revelation 13:8 Death became a factor of Christ's existence when 
the entire material universe was created. And when the second person of the trinity incarnated as a man 
on this earth, he became alive physically, but at that same moment in time, death also became very 
much a part of his existence as a man. He was dying; he was heading toward that death on the cross, 
yet all during this time he was very much alive.

“Always carrying about” is the present active participle of periphero. Periphero was used of carrying 
around a sick or dying person, and it was also used for carrying God about in oneself. And what Paul 
carried about was the death of Jesus, which, as we have seen, was where Christ had been set aside for 
death even before he entered into the world.

What this means is explained in verse 11 where it says, “For we which live are alway delivered unto 
death for Jesus' sake,”.  The experience of the Apostle Paul was one of being put into situations over 
and over where the prospect of death was a continual reality for them. Not only was the fleshly body of
Paul destined for death one day, but also the reality that he could die any day was constantly present.



2. “That the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body.” -  ινα και η ζωη του ιησου εν τω 
σωματι ημων φανερωθη

We have a purpose clause being introduced here by the use of hina   plus the aorist passive subjunctive 
mood of   phaneroo. This tells us something is being done with a purpose in mind. The question is what 
is being done? And that is found in the first clause where Paul is saying, “ Always bearing about in the 
body the dying of the Lord Jesus”.

As we noted, Paul and the others were constantly confronted with the prospect of death in their lives. 
Their lives as Christians no more resembled the slick churches of suburbia today than a man in the 
moon. Programs, entertainment, all the “great things” they are doing for God in their Christian country 
clubs are a far cry from the perils of death that the early Church went through.

When faced with death, whether death out in the open sea, or death by flogging, or death from a 
howling raging mob, that does something to the individual. At that moment, when you are facing your 
own death, you come to the end of your works. What can you do? There is nothing you can do to save 
yourselves. You, now, have been given over to death.

And it is there at that moment the power of the life of Jesus Christ appears. The word phaneroo has 
been translated as to appear, to be manifested, to reveal, publicly, and to show plainly. But the idea 
behind the word is to become visible to the eye. It has the idea of that something exists, but you have 
not seen it, or you cannot see it, but all of a sudden there it is! It suddenly appears on the scene.

Men had known of God and talked about him since the beginning of things, then one day he appears to 
man in human form! Men had heard about and believed in the resurrection of the dead and the 
resurrection body, then one day Christ appears to them in one after he had died! We have all heard 
about Christ seated at the right hand of God in all his glory, but we have never seen that! But one day, 
when he appears on earth we will see that.

It has the idea that at one moment you do not see whatever it is, although it may be there, then the next 
moment you do; it just suddenly appears. But what is in view here is the life of Christ. Now it is this 
life of Jesus that is in all believers in Jesus Christ, but it is not being manifested in all believers! So 
what has to happen before this life is able to appear in a visible sense?

And this goes back to the idea of being handed over to death for Christ's sake. The idea of death deals 
with the most extreme of situations that a believer might have to face that would bring him to the end 
of his works. But there are other things as well, that we all will have to go through at some time in our 
lives, that can also bring us to the end of our human efforts, our works, our volition, our trying, things 
that will cause us to turn to the Lord in passive trust, and it is there in these crises that we will see the 
power of the life of Christ manifested in our lives.

Paul developed these along the lives of five categories of crises: personal weakness, insults, having to 
go through extremely difficult situations, persecutions and being trapped in no way out situations. It 
was there in the midst of these situations that he came to the end of himself and there experienced the 
power of Christ. “And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect 
in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may 
rest upon me. Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in 
distresses for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong.” 2 Corinthians 12:9,10 



Our attention is drawn to the expression, “the life of Jesus”, he zoe tou Iesou. So we have to ask 
ourselves, what does that mean? Is Paul talking about the manner of how the Lord lived his life here 
on earth in his humanity, as expressed so frequently by the current popular phrase in Christianity, 
“What Would Jesus Do”? Or is it referring to something else?

It is revealed to us by the word for life, zoe, which gets more into the idea of not one's manner of life, 
but life as a   vital force. And this takes us into the two areas of a believer's life force and one is 
biological life and the other is spiritual life.

What is in view here with the Lord is the vital life force of Jesus Christ as he lived his life in the flesh. 
Now some will point to the empowering of the Holy Spirit, who came upon him at John's baptism, 
which is true, but there was a spiritual life force prior to that time. So what spiritual life force was 
operating inside his soul, and how did it come about, prior to him being baptized by the Holy Spirit?

Here's what the Lord had to say about him being anointed by the Holy Spirit. “The Spirit of the Lord is 
upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the 
brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at 
liberty them that are bruised, To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.” Luke 4:18,19 

Here we see the aorist infinitive being used in four places: he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to 
the poor, to preach deliverance to the captives, to set at liberty them that are bruised and to preach the 
acceptable year of the Lord. The infinitive mood is used to denote purpose, the reason why something 
is being done. Which tells us that the Father baptized his Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, for the purpose of 
him being able to minister in these areas. The anointing of the Lord was a demonstrative proof that the 
Eternal Father had chosen Jesus Christ and that all power and authority had been given to him.

This was at his anointing, but what was the life of Jesus prior to this and after this when he was hanging
on the cross dying for our sins? And this goes back to the spiritual life dynamic, that all believers are to 
operate in as well today, and that's where the believer metabolizes the teaching of the Word of God by 
faith! It is when we concentrate our faith on the promises and doctrines of the Bible that the Word of 
God is converted into spiritual phenomena and becomes a part of our souls. It is this metabolized 
doctrine that becomes a life force inside us, a spiritual life force. 

Have we not read of the Lord where the Father awoke him every morning to study the Word? “The 
Lord GOD hath given me the tongue of the learned, that I should know how to speak a word in season 
to him that is weary: he wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the learned.” 
Isaiah 50:4 

How many times have we read where the Lord said of himself, “It is written of me”? “Then said I, Lo,
I come: in the volume of the book it is written of me,” Psalm 40:7 “Then saith Jesus unto them, All ye
shall be offended because of me this night: for it is written, I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep of
the flock shall be scattered abroad.” Matthew 26:31 “But this cometh to pass, that the word might be
fulfilled that is written in their law, They hated me without a cause.” John 15:25 

It was the power of the Word and his faith in it that sustained him on the cross even when forsaken by
God! “I have set the LORD always before me: because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved.
Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth: my flesh also shall rest in hope. For thou wilt not
leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.” Psalm 16:8-10 



P. Renewal of the New Man. v. 16

“For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day
by day.” 2 Corinthians 4:16 

1. “For which cause we faint not;” - διο ουκ εκκακουμεν

“Because of this we do not lose heart”. He then goes on to explain how it is that they did not lose heart
in the matter, and that is by being spiritually renewed each day of their lives here on earth. The word to
lose heart is enkakeo, which had the idea of losing heart, becoming discouraged, to grow weary, to be
faint-hearted, to lose courage, to despair.

Now in view of the fact that their lives were ones of  pressure, of being in no way out situations, of
constant perplexity, persecution and being beat down in life, it would be easy to see how one could lose
heart in the whole matter. (Quite a contrast between the early Apostles and all the “dynamic” ministers
we see today!) But it is spiritual renewal that keeps us from losing heart!

2. “But though our outward man perish” - αλλ ει και ο εξω ημων ανθρωπος διαφθειρεται

Now add to the constant outward pressures that they faced in life, there was the added pressure of
living in these flesh bodies with their inherent old sin natures. Paul refers to these present human bodies
as being the outer, exo, man. The new nature is the inner man, esothen. 

The flesh has two problems.  One is  the fact  that  it  has been cursed and is  in  a  state  of  physical
corruption that will ultimately end in physical death. The  second problem is that all bodies have in
them a genetic  inherent trait that wants to sin against God.  The flesh simply cannot do what God
wants it to do, nor does it want to! If it could, it wouldn't want to. And if wanted to, it couldn't! Any
attempt at doing a good thing in the power of the flesh is human good and is viewed by God as filthy
rags. The flesh does produce its own version of good we call human good. And it also produces human
bad, which we call sin.

We receive these bodies and our human souls at physical birth. But in each body is a genetic trait that
the Bible refers to as the sinful nature that is passed down to each generation from Adam through the
seed of the biological  father.  This indwelling sin is  the reason for our sinful  rebellion against  the
Creator and it  is also the reason why our bodies end up with disease, injury and ultimately death.
“Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all
men, for that all have sinned:” Romans 5:12

Paul  says,  “But  though  our  outward  man  perish”,  and  uses  the  present  passive  indicative of
diaphtheiro. Diaphtheiro is the intensive use of phtheiro, which means to corrupt, to decay, to perish, to
deteriorate. What it has is the idea of something being brought into a worsened condition. Food spoils,
metal rusts, wood decays, our teeth get cavities, our bones get brittle, we lose our hair, our eyesight
fades. In time, everything on earth falls into a worsened state including these human bodies. There is
nothing we can do to prevent it, (although we certainly try), and ultimately death awaits us all.

The indicative mood here brings out the reality that our bodies are undergoing decay on a daily basis,
even though we may not be aware of it on a daily basis. When we were young we thought, (mistakenly
so), that we were going to live forever, but as we got older we began to realize that we aren't. But we
have something wonderful provided for us and that's the provision of inner spiritual renewal!



3. “Yet the inward man is renewed day by day.” -  αλλ ο εσωθεν ανακαινουται ημερα και ημερα.

We have the present passive indicative of anakainoo used here to denote the reality of an action that is
taking place in  the new man,  that  it  is  an ongoing thing and that  it  comes about  as  the result  of
something else acting upon the new nature.

Anakainoo means to make new again, to renew, not new in the sense of time, but to bring something
back to its original state or condition. To refresh, or to reinvigorate, would convey a better sense of the
idea.  It would be like the idea that the house has been all closed up and the air has become stuffy. So
one opens up the windows to freshen up the air. Or one has been hiking for days without any food and
then finds a cabin stocked with supplies and the weary traveler eats a big meal and gets a good night's
sleep.  He isn't created all over again; he simply has been reinvigorated.

The new nature has been created new in time; there has never been a creation like this for it is patterned
after Jesus Christ. And it is also new as to quality, in that there has never been anything like this before
in God's creation and there will never be anything like this again. 

Now when it says that we are being renewed it does not mean that we are created all over again! Some
believers mistakenly think that they can lose their salvation and have to be saved all over again. Which
would mean that they would have to be created over and over and over again! Which is false. What
being renewed means is that the new nature is being brought around to a freshened state,    breathing
new life into the life that is already there.

Now we will get into how this is done. How does the new nature God created in every believer in
Christ get renewed! And the answer is found in Colossians 3:10, “And have put on the new man, which
is  renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him:”  και ενδυσαμενοι τον νεον τον
ανακαινουμενον εις επιγνωσιν κατ εικονα του κτισαντος αυτον.

The present passive participle of anakainoo, the renewing of their new natures, tells us that this was a
daily way of life for the Apostles, a practice that they lived by in their spiritual walk with the Lord. And
he tells us how this renewal takes place and that is by the means of   epignosis   doctrine. 

Now there is gnosis, which is factual Bible Doctrine that is being taught. There is ginosko, the process
of learning doctrines over the years. There is oida doctrine, which is Bible Doctrine on a subject that
we fully understand. And there is  sophia, wisdom, which is  doctrine that we have learned, believed,
understood and   applied   to our life experience.

The significance of epignosis knowledge is that it combines our   faith   with the promises and doctrines
of God's Word! Without the concept of faith, then there is only knowledge. It is the addition of our faith
to the Word of God that converts,  metabolizes, Biblical knowledge to spiritual phenomena. And it is
this spiritual phenomena that is the spiritual   energy   that strengthens, edifies and   renews   our new man!

The Apostle Paul is telling us  how it  is that they could face daily pressure in their  lives, constant
persecution, uncertainty and being beat down by those who oppose God's grace and his truth, and all
that in addition to the daily deteriorating condition of these mortal  bodies,  and that is through the
believer in Christ learning the Word of God on a daily basis and placing their faith in it! For it is there,
in the sphere of our faith in the Word of God, that we are spiritually renewed and empowered to go on
in life in the Father's plan victoriously overcoming all obstacles and problems! Pastor Mike




